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Miīnisters: Close 
Holot; deport, jail 
asylum seekers 


Ilan Lior 


Two key cabinet minis- 
ters have proposed closing 
an open detention facility 
for asylum seekers within 
four months and giving the 
detainees a choice between 
deportation and jail. 

“We should examine 
whether the residential fa- 
cility at Holot is necessary, 
or whether it ought to be 
eliminated so that it doesn’t 
constitute a more comfort- 
able alternative for a single 
infiltrator,” Interior Minis- 
ter Arye Dery and Public 
Security Minister Gilad 
Erdan wrote in a joint state- 
ment issued Thursday. 

The cabinet is to vote on 
the motion Sunday, after 
which it will be submitted 
to the Ministerial Commit- 
tee for Legislation for con- 
sideration. 

The law governing Holot’s 


operation is atemporary one 
that expires in a month. Thus 
any new legislation must be 
approved by the Knesset by 
December 16. 

Dery and Erdan propose 
a new temporary law, ex- 
tending by three years most 
provisions of the existing 


The state’s 
‘right’ to steal 
Editorial, Page 9 


law regarding asylum seek- 
ers. The section governing 
Holot would be extended 
for three months only, until 
mid-March. At that point, 
unless the law was extend- 
ed once again, the facility 
would be closed. 

The Interior Ministry’s 
Population, Immigration 


and Border Authority said 
that Holot’s closure would 
depend on the success of 
a government program to 
deport asylum seekers to 
Rwanda. The agency is fi- 
nalizing that plan and hopes 
to begin implementing it be- 
fore the end of the year. 

The border authority will 
formally announce within a 
few weeks a new policy, un- 
der which asylum seekers 
will have to return to their 
countries of origin, agree to 
be sent to Rwandaor be jailed 
indefinitely in Israel. After 
announcing the new policy, 
the agency will begin notify- 
ing individual asylum seek- 
ers who meet its criteria that 
they must leave. 

Individuals who fall into 
certain categories will not 
be asked to leave, at least 
initially. This list has not 
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Ethiopian-lsraelis celebrate Sigd 


Members of Israel’s Ethiopian community celebrated the holiday of Sigd in Jerusalem on Thursday. The 
holiday, which is unique to the Ethiopian Jewish community, celebrates the acceptance of the Torah and is 


marked by fasting and prayer. 


Eisenkot in first interview to Saudi 
media: ‘Ready to share Iran intel’ 


Amos Harel 


A Saudi newspaper pub- 
lished an unprecedented 
interview on Thursday with 
the Israeli military chief, Lt. 
Gen. Gadi Eisenkot. It marks 
the first time any senior Is- 
rael Defense Forces officer, 
let alone the chief of staff, 
has been interviewed by a 
media organization in Saudi 
Arabia, which does not have 
diplomatic ties with Israel. 

Inthe interview to the Sau- 
di online newspaper Elaph, 
Eisenkot called Iran the 


“real and largest threat to 
the region.” He said Israel 
and Saudi Arabiaare in 
complete agreement about 
Iran’s intentions. 

He also noted that Israel 
and Saudi Arabia have never 
fought each other. 

Eisenkot said that Israel’s 
military situation has never 
been better. He said that was 
why it is “highly regarded 
by the moderate countries 
in the region.” 

Israel’s military chief 


accused Iran of trying to 
destabilize the region by 


building weapons factories 
and supplying advanced 
arms to guerilla and terror- 
ist organizations across the 
Middle East. 

“Tran seeks to take con- 
trol of the Middle East, 
creating a Shi'ite crescent 
from Lebanon to Iran and 
then from the [Persian] Gulf 
to the Red Sea.” 

“We must prevent this 
from happening,” he added. 

Eisenkot said Israel has 
no intention of initiating 
an attack on Hezbollah in 
Lebanon. “We see Iranian 


attempts at bringing about 
an escalation, but I don’t see 
a high chance for this at the 
moment.” 

He cautioned, however, 
that local flare-ups could 
“lead to a broad strategic 
conflict.” 

The interview follows the 
news that broke two weeks 
ago of Lebanese Prime Min- 
ister Saad Hariri’s tumultu- 
ous resignation, and the wave 
of arrests of Saudi princes, 
ministers and businessmen 
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The conflict at the Western Wall on Thursday. 
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Israel Religious Action Center 


Guards rough up U.S., Israeli 
Reform Jewish leaders at Kotel 


Judy Maltz 


A violent confrontation 
broke out at Jerusalem’s 
Western Wall on Thurs- 
day, when a delegation of 
Reform movement leaders 
tried to hold a Torah-read- 
ing service at the site. 

Rabbi Rick Jacobs, pres- 
ident of the Union for Re- 
form Judaism, was roughed 
up by security guards em- 
ployed at the Western Wall, 
one of whom threatened to 
spray him with mace, said 
eyewitnesses. 


Anat Hoffman, chair- 
woman of Women of the 
Wall, the feminist prayer 
group, was accosted by an 
ultra-Orthodox man, who 
tried to pull a Torah scroll 
out of her hands. 

Rabbi Gilad Kariv, ex- 
ecutive director of the Re- 
form movement in Israel, 
was detained for question- 
ing by police after the inci- 
dent, which he described as 
“one of the most violent” he 
ever witnessed at the Jew- 
ish holy site. 

About 150 Reform Jews, 


both from Israel and over- 
seas, arrived at the West- 
ern Wall in the morning 
to participate in a special 
prayer and Torah-reading 
service in honor of four 
new rabbis scheduled to be 
ordained by the movement 
at a special ceremony on 
Thursday evening. The del- 
egation included the entire 
board of governors of the 
Hebrew Union College in 
Jerusalem, which ordains 
Reform rabbis in Israel. 


a corn, an E 


Amos Harel 


Russia deaf 
to Israel’s 
demands 


A single brief statement 
by Russian Foreign Minis- 
ter Sergei Lavrov on Tues- 
day cleared up the strategic 
picture in southern Syria 
and the entire region. Three 
days after the signing of the 
agreement between Russia, 
the United States and Jordan 
about the ceasefire arrange- 
ments there, Lavrov dis- 
avowed the section of the ac- 
cord that says foreign forces 
will be kept out of Syrian 
territory. Iran’s presence in 
Syria is legitimate, he said, 
and therefore Russia did not 
promise to compel the Irani- 
ans to withdraw their forces 
from the country. 

This claim by Moscow, 
which also applies to the 
Russian forces there, rests 
on Iran and Russia’s having 
been invited into Syria by 
the Assad regime. This in- 
vitation by the Syrian sov- 
ereign ostensibly bestows 
legitimacy on the presence 
of these countries’ military 
forces in Syria, even with 
Russia conveniently ignor- 
ing the ongoing atrocities 
the Assad regime has been 
committing against its own 
citizens for the past six and 
a half years. 
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A step forward, 
two back for 
equal rights 


Or Kashti 


Ultra-Orthodox rabbis in Modi’in Ilit 
ruled this week that the first four rows of 
seats on public buses should be reserved for 
men. Women may not sit there, “even with 
their husbands.” They must go to the back 
of the bus. 

This was just the latest of many examples 
that seem to point to a resurgence of dis- 
crimination against women in Israel. Some 
government agencies are wavering in their 
commitment to fighting such discrimina- 
tion, and Supreme Court rulings meant to 
end discrimination are not being implement- 
ed. Observers warn of the dangers of ignor- 
ing the steady drip of erosion of equal rights. 

A partial list of incidents and examples 
from the past two or three years: the erec- 
tion of a wall to separate men and women 
in the funeral hall of the public cemetery in 
Atlit; the absence of female voices in public 
service announcements commissioned by 
the government advertising agency and 
aired on ultra-Orthodox radio stations; sex 
segregation in defensive driving courses and 
in training courses for ultra-Orthodox civil 
servants; sex segregation at public libraries 
in Haredi neighborhoods; the introduction 
of sex-segregated programs at colleges and 
universities; the disappearance of women 
from billboards and other public advertis- 
ing in Jerusalem; the fencing-off of a path 
in Zichron Yaakov, in order to keep women 
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